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ACDA-12 10-13 /086W 
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P R 030833Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 9655 
INFO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
CINCPAC 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SEOUL 1761 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN, PEPR, MPOL, KS 

SUB J : KOREAN MEDIA: SCANT MENTION OF MANSFIELD'S COMMENTS 
REF: SEOUL 1697 (DTG 020848Z MAR 78) 

SUMMARY: AMID HEAVY COVERAGE OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY INTERPELLA- 
TIONS AND BUILD-UP TO "TEAM SPIRIT 78" EXERCISE, AMB MANS- 
FIELD'S MARCH FIRST REMARKS ON DEFENSE OF KOREA RECEIVED FRONT- 
PAGE NOTICE (SMALL STORY) IN KOREAN LANGUAGE PRESS. (ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE PRESS GAVE SOMEWHAT BROADER COVERAGE.) 

1 . SOME KOREAN NEWSPAPERS MARCH 2-3 CARRIED SHORT FRONT PAGE 
STORIES ON REMAKRS MADE MARCH 1 IN TOKYO PRESS CONFERENCE BY 
AMB MANSFIELD ON AUTOMATIC INVOLVEMENT OF US GROUND TROOPS IF 
WAR BREAKS OUT IN KOREA. TONGA ILBO, WHICH CARRIED MOST 
COMPLETE COVERAGE THURSDAY, FOLLOWED UP WITH ONLY EDITORIAL 
ON MARCH 3, NOTING THAT MANSFIELD'S COMMENTS. AND SECDEF 
BROWN S ABOUT A WEEK EARLIER, ARE EXPRESSIONS OF CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION’S RESPECT FOR ITS DEFENSE COMMITMENTS TO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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KOREA.HOWEVER, TONGA WRITERS USED OCCASION TO 
VOICE AGAIN THEIR UNHAPPINESS WITH FIVE-YEAR WITHDRAWAL 
PLAN ITSELF, CALLING PLAN UNREASONABLE IN FACE OF 
EXPANDING STRENGTH OF ENEMY, UNILATERAL, AND WITHOUT FIRM 
MORAL FOUNDATION. RECALLING FEBRUARY 12 HI JMPHREY-GT ,F,NN 
REPORT, WHICH CALLED FOR PRUDENCE AT EVERY STAGE OF 
WITHDRAWAL, WRITERS CRITICIZED UNPRECEDENTED ADVANCE 
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWAL SCHEDULE. WRITERS POINTED 
OUT THAT, ALTHOUGH STATEMENT ON AUTOMATIC INVOLVEMENT 
IS WELCOME, IT IS MORE IMPORTANT TO PREVENT WARS 
BEFORE THEY START AND CONCLUDED THAT WITHDRAWAL SHOULD 
BE KEYED TO ACTIVITIES OF ENEMY, RATHER THAN TO PRE- 
ANNOUNCED SCHEDULE. 

STERN 
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